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Mark Harris joined IBM as an engineer in 1981.  Since then, he has worked for IBM in management, consulting, sales and marketing and technical management positions in all divisions of the company.

South African blue chip companies that have benefited from his work include Standard Bank, Allied Bank, ABSA, Bankorp, First National, Eskom, Telkom SA, the Prudential and Liberty Life. 

Harris’ international work includes support and development projects for IBM in the United States, France and Germany. 

While he has developed specialisations in fields such as financial services and banking, telecommunications, process, manufacturing, health, education and energy (electricity and petroleum), he has also acquired a coherent and comprehensive view of the applicability of IT products and services in the market by heading up IBM SA's Cross-Industries Business Solutions Unit.

Moving from IBM SA Director of Operations to Country General Manager in December 2000, Harris' strengths in business management, strategy development and start-up businesses as well as his exceptional knowledge and appreciation of IT industry issues make him the obvious person to head up an organisation which will make a major contribution to moving South Africa from an emerging economy to pervasive computing and e-business.

Harris has a special interest in development of the previously disadvantaged.  He developed and is driving the implementation of a program at IBM SA designed to assist fledgling black IT companies to become self-sufficient.                       
Working at a national government level, he was invited on to the South African delegation which discussed with US representatives the privatisation of South African state assets.   He also served on the ICT Charter Committee.
Harris was President of the American Chamber of Commerce in South Africa through 2004, and continues to serve as a member of the board of directors.  
In addition, Harris serves as a director on the board of BPeSA (Business Process enabling South Africa) previously known as SACCCOM; a non-executive director on the board of Business Against Crime (BAC); and a Trustee of the Thabo Mbeki Children’s Education Fund.  He also serves as a member of the Rhodes University - Department of Information Systems Advisory Board; University of Fort Hare Department of Information Systems Advisory Board; and University of Pretoria Advisory Board - Faculty of Engineering, Built Environment & Information Technology.  He also serves as Chairman of the WITS ICT Advisory Committee and Patron of the JCSE.”

He is a formal mentor for aspiring executives in the community.  

Harris holds a BSc degree from Wits University with microbiology and chemistry as majors. 

